9o          PROBLEMS OF AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT
those who are best educated in the school and college sense
often lack full and exact knowledge of the problems which
confront them. Although there are many books which
contain much relevant information their value is limited by
the lack of adequate lending-library facilities and by the
high cost of books in relation to salaries.1
It must obviously be a function of colonial centres of
higher education to collect and make available to the
public without bias the facts of the African situation.2 They
are peculiarly fitted for this task because of their indepen-
dent status, and by the facilities for study and research
which they can best provide. But while their teaching is
restricted to a small number of students who enter direct
from the secondary schools they cannot play their full part
in forwarding the main aims of mass education. The col-
lection and arrangement of facts is not enough, and the
publication of books can only partly meet the need. Thus
one chief aim of these institutions might be at the earliest
possible moment to provide short resident courses which
can be attended by representatives of the educated classes,
and in which the African situation can be studied and dis-
cussed. Once this development has begun the way lies open
for a much wider spread of knowledge through the com-
munity by means of discussion groups supported, one
hopes, by better lending-library facilities and by corres-
pondence links with the centres of higher education. In
this way the necessary basis of fact can be quickly and
widely spread, and with more knowledge a sense of urgency,
1 There is the further disadvantage that a proportion of the avail-
able books, especially those dealing with East Africa, are concerned
plainly with racial and political questions, so that the even more
important basic social and economic problems tend to be viewed from
the racial angle, and sometimes more in order to allocate blame for
what is wrong than to suggest practicable action which might bring
about all-round improvement.
2 An Institute of Social Research has just been established at
Makerere College in East Africa. In West Africa an Institute of Arts,
Industries and Social Science was established several years ago.